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LOGLINE
Youth arrived in 1980s San Francisco seeking fun and an 
unconventional life. Thirty years later, this "last analog generation" 
fondly recall their lives before the tech boom and discuss change, 
both personal and societal. 

Meet the young members of San Francisco’s underground art and 
nightlife scene of the late 1980s and early 1990s before the advent 
of the World Wide Web. They arrived in historically tolerant San 
Francisco as hip twenty-somethings, following the same beacon as 
their counter-cultural predecessors to pursue a life alternative to 
the mainstream. 

Using interviews, photography and never-before-seen archival 
footage, our characters will share their memories and discuss 
witnessing the city’s shifting socio-political landscape of the last 
thirty years. The subject is change and they present a range of 
attitudes: some people live in the past, others embrace the future 
while still others find that life can only be lived in the present.

 

SYNOPSIS



OUR STORY
While attending a show at Oakland's Uptown music venue in 2013, a 
few of us "old timers" started talking about the Casa Loma Hotel bar 
at Fillmore and Fell in San Francisco back in the day - and how 
someone should make a documentary about it. That was the 
germination of an idea which soon grew to include the Upper and 
Lower Haight neighborhoods, then the whole of the San Francisco 
scene of the late eighties / early nineties as we experienced it; before 
the Dot Com bubble, before cell phones, before social media. Also 
before back pain, stiff knees, glasses, kids, mortgages and 
menopause.

Well, I decided to take on the task, unaware of how truly huge it 
would be. It is now 5 years later, the team has grown and the project 
inches closer and closer to realization. We’ve interviewed 20 people 
and we have new partners. Oakland’s French Press has donated gear, 
space and services, while San Francisco’s Intersection for The Arts has 
become our fiscal sponsor. We are launching our first crowdfunding 
campaign on Seed&Spark and holding a fundraiser at The Make Out 
Room in SF’s Mission District. Our Facebook group has swelled to 
over 500 members and is growing every day. By the fall, we hope to 
be in post-production and our goal is to finish in 2019; exactly thirty 
years since my best friend and I crossed the Bay Bridge in a rental 
van looking forward to being San Franciscans.



Christof Certik
Musician associated with bands from the time such as Dope, Mother Hips, 
The Brian Jonestown Massacre, Winter Flowers and Nick Castro & The 
Young Elders. Christof currently lives in Los Angeles.

D’Arcy Drollinger
Former member of the band Enrique, D’Arcy is a writer, director, 
choreographer, drag performer and co-owner of Club Oasis in SOMA. His 
musical shows include Cereal Killers, The Possession of Mrs. Jones, Scalpel! 
and Shit & Champagne.

Dee Dee Russell-LeFrak
Self-proclaimed “Sexist, Womanist, Bohemian” artist, Dee Dee has done it 
all: poetry, performance art, film and television. She is perhaps known best 
for her public access show Dee Dee TV.

SOME OF OUR INTERVIEW SUBJECTS:



Leigh Crow
Leigh is as an actor, singer and drag king and has been evoking the King of 
Rock and Roll as Elvis Herselvis for several years. She has recently moved 
to Oakland but continues to perform in SF on a regular basis and co-hosts 
the drag king cabaret, Dandy at Oasis with partner, Ruby Vixen.

Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert

Writer, director and all-around showman, Tony founded the infamous 
theater troupe, The Sick & Twisted Players which staged such pop hits as 
Carrie, The Poseidon Adventure, Friday The 13th with the Partridge Family, 
Texas Chainsaw 90210 and The Exorcist: A Dance Macabre.

Tony Vaguely

Renowned jazz singer and piano player who met at the Blue Lamp club on 
Geary in 1989. Lavay Smith and the Red Hot Skillet Lickers were the house 
band at Cafe Du Nord for most of  the nineties and although those 
particular clubs are gone today, this couple is going strong, performing 
every week in San Francisco and around the country.



DIRECTOR, Peter Paul Jacques
When Peter first moved to San Francisco in 1989 it was ostensibly to 
join the film corps at SFSU. In fact,  he was writing a term paper for his 
documentary film class in the student union when the Loma Prieta 
earthquake hit. The next semester, his life taking another turn, he left 
school and did not pursue film at that time. He did continue to be 
creative however, and stayed near film and theater as an actor, a writer, 
producing his own short films. In 2013 he joined French Press Films 
where he soon got into production again, this time as production 
coordinator which gave him the opportunity to work on many projects 
and see how to plan and execute them. His shorts have been screened 
at Red Vic Movie House and Artist Television Access. Although his 
experience is in shorts, he has wisely surrounded himself with people 
who have feature experience.

Short films include:

Paper Birds (2017) ………………………………...Assoc. Prod., French Press
The Slottery (2016)……………………………………...Producer, French Press
Jasper Speaks (2010).................................................Producer / Director
The Gift Horse (1994)………………………………………...Producer / Director



EXECUTIVE PRODUCER, Leslie Valentino

Leslie, a native-born San Franciscan, has worked in film production 
for thirty years, first editing and then producing at SF companies The 
Orphanage and Heist, later joining ILM as visual effects producer and is 
currently Head of Production, Film Dept / Creative Services  at Facebook. 

As a teen in the early 80’s Leslie jumped in with both feet to the wacky SF 
music and nightlife scenes. Her long-term experience as a creative San 
Franciscan and her extensive contacts immeasurably enrich this project. 
She collaborates on this project about her native city as a labor of love.

Feature Film Experience:

Carne y Arena (2017) Academy Award Winning……..…..Producer, ILMxLAB
Deepwater Horizon (2016)………………………Visual Effects Producer, ILM
Night at The Museum (2008)……………………Production, The Orphanage
Sin City (2005)...................................VFX Post Supervisor, The Orphanage
The Day After Tomorrow (2004).........VFX Coordinator, The Orphanage



EDITOR, Shirley Wen
Shirley Wen is the lead editor at French Press Films. Shirley graduated from UC 
Santa Cruz with a major in Film and a concentration in Production. Credits include 
feature documentary Life After Life (assistant editor), documentary short, Montaño 
(editor), comedy special Criminally Posehn (assistant editor) and a multitude of 
commercials and creative content as lead editor.

Feature Film Experience:

Life After Life (2018)(dir. Tamara Perkins / in post)..............Assistant Editor

PRODUCER, Chris Walters
Chris is a filmmaker who began his career as an editor and co-founded French 
Press Films, a production company in Oakland, CA in 2009 . Chris oversees video 
production for corporate clients as well as music videos, documentary shorts and 
narrative features.

Feature Film Experience:

Criminally Posehn (2015)(dir. Bobcat Goldthwait)........Editor, French Press
Stepsister (2013)…………………….....................Supervising Editor, French Press
Falling Uphill (2012)…………………………………….……………….Editor, French Press



PRODUCER, Andrew Juncker
Andrew is a Bay Area filmmaker, co-founder and Executive Creative Director at 
French Press Films in Oakland, CA. He studied experimental cinema, animation, 
and new media at The Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA, and is a graduate of 
The Meisner Technique Studio in San Francisco where he studied acting. For 9 
years Andrew was a juror for the Poppy Jasper Film Festival in Morgan Hill, CA, and 
has shown his films at many festivals, including Mill Valley and Cannes. 

Feature Film Experience:

Spyware (2009)……………………………………………Executive Producer
Falling Uphill (2012)…………………………………………………........Colorist

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER, Jenny Klowden
A life-long cinephile and student of film history, Jenny has lived in San Francisco 
since 1989. A former co-owner of SF Mission boutique Candystore and she’s been 
an event and special projects producer for Citizen Cake and Blue Bottle Coffee. Her 
experiences in the SF music scene plus her analytical and storytelling skills are 
essential for telling this story.



CREDITS 
Written & Directed by: Peter Paul Jacques
Executive Producer: Leslie Valentino
Producers: Andrew Juncker  

Christopher Walters
Associate Producer: Jenny Klowden

Director of Photography  Austin Cook 
Additional Camera: Max Maddox    
Editor: Shirley Wen
Animation: David L. Cooper      
Production Assistant: Betty Cooper
Hair and Makeup: Leda Olinger-Bigelow

CAST:

Jania Bee Cindy Johnson-Kahl
Michelle Barnett  Vikki Krekler   
Cristof Certik Dee Dee Russell-LeFrak
Ryan Curry Jason Mecier  
Leigh Crow Anne Schlichter
D’Arcy Drollinger Christine Shields
Maria Giudice Chris Siebert
Damon Hall Lavay Smith
Kevin Hobbs Tony Vaguely



Web site:

www.SF89doc.com

Crowdfunding Campaign:

www.seedandspark.com/fund/sf89

Production Company:

www.frenchpressfilms.com

Fiscal Sponsor:

www.theintersection.org
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